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IT BEGAN IN IOWA 

 
When I became a member of 72 a few years ago, like all of 

you, I met Pete.  Clearly, if you pay attention it soon be-

comes obvious that he is one of the most dedicated and 

active members we have, selfless and unassuming, what 

people in the EAA are supposed to be all about.  When I 

told Pete I wanted him for my 1st member profile, he de-

clined and said plenty had been written about him in the 

past.  That is not quite true, there was a small article about 

him about 2 ½ years ago, but it did not begin to encompass 

ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ Ŏŀƴ LΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L Řƻ ƘŀǾŜΦ 
 
Pete was raised in the small Iowa town of Newton, the 

major business there a large Maytag factory, where his 

father worked.  He graduated high school in 1941, after 

Pearl Harbor where a friend was killed.   He joined the 

Navy and spent the next 4 years and one day in service to 

his country.  Discharged in California and ready to start 

college at San Diego, he was called home because his fa-

ther had a stroke.  Pete went to work in the same Maytag 

plant his father had worked in and he started working on 

Ƙƛǎ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ƛƴ ŀ /ǳōΦ  Iƛǎ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŀǾȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

do with wind and weather, so he went to Des Moines to 

the U.S. Weather Bureau station there is see about work, 

although it would be a pay cut, it would put him closer to 

airplanes. 
 
So it was in 1947, with no college, Pete got a job for the 

U.S. Dept of Commerce, Weather Bureau.  They immedi-

ately sent him to their station in Grand Junction, Colorado, 

ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŜǿ Ƨƻō ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǇƛƭƻǘΩǎ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ п 

years a job opening came along with a promotion and Pete 

Pete Gonzalez  

January 3, 1923 -  April 6, 2009  

ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ōƻǎǎΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ  Lǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ Ǉƛƭƻǘǎ 

a weather briefing there in Grand Junction. 
 
He had met and married his wife, Lorain.  Then because 

of racism, Pete was denied the job.  The bureaucrats in 

Kansas City thought he could not speak English well 

enough to brief pilots, a boy raised in Iowa, but named 

Gonzalez. 

ON TO COLORADO 
 

Soon the same job opened in the Springs.  Pete came 

over to look around and liked the place.  Although Lorain  

Continued page 4 



Important Dates: 

 
Next Meeting:   

April 21, 2009,  

Arrive 6:30 PM 

Anniversary Party 

 

Hot Web Links: 
 http://mlaa.org 

 
 

 NOAA Weather 

http://www.wxqa.com  

 

Virtual Flight Surgeons (VFS) 

Http://aviationmedicine.com 
 
  

 

S  

Thanks to those who 

Contributed to this issue 

of the Newsletter:  

 

Richard Martin  
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New Members 

 

Fred Carter  

Dave Elliott  

Lee Lesher 

Ray Miller  

Tony Nesse 

Vann Norred  

Hurstle Stidham  

Terry Theken 

 

Thank you! 
 

 

Renewed this month 

 

Wyman Varnedoe  

RV8 

Anniversary and AwardsñLast Month 

  

Next Meeting  
Date:  Tuesday, April 21, 2009 

Time: Arrive  6:30 Program starts at 7:00 PM  

Place:   MLAA Hangar  

Address:   13550 Piper Lane (Page 9)  
 

Program:   John Read ñThis presentation is a follow on to the account 

in the March newsletter of my decision to build a Zenith CH701.  John 

will cover special fixtures that had to be constructed to enable location 

of critical components during construction of the Stabilizer, Elevator, 

Wings and the Flaperons.  

 

Later presentations will describe construction of the Fuselage, Firewall 

Forward, Panel installation and test flying of the completed aircraft.   

Last month we enjoyed the company of good friends as 

we celebrated the Chapter Anniversary with our tradi-

tional spaghetti dinner.  Our thanks to Esther Smith for 

another great meal.   

 

Awards were presented to very deserving members.  Don 

Boydstun and the Myers Family - Gary, Mary, Garret, 

Justice, Jordan, Jamie, and Elias - were the 2008 Pete 

Gonzalez Spirit of EAA Chapter 72 recipients.  A new 

award ,Young Eagle Ambassador was presented to Lee 

Wolford.   

 

Bob Hall and Nadine 

were travelling so 

weôll present him 

with the Member of 

the Year Award at 

Aprilôs meeting.   

 

Congratulations! 
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EAA 72 Membership  

Renewal 

Send check ñ$20  
 

EAA Chapter 72  

C/O Sandy Martin  

7505 Mallard Drive  

Peyton, CO  80831 

(If youõre address label 
reads òExpires 2009ó, youõve 

already renewed.)  

FLY IN ï DRIVE IN 

BREAKFAST 
 

FREMONT COUNTY AIRPORT 1V6 

CANON CITY, CO 

MAY 2ND, 2009 

7:30AM ï 10:00AM 
 

SPONSORED BY GREENHORN CHAPTER 808 OF THE  

EXPERMENTAL AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION 
 

Pancakes ï Eggs ï Sausage ï Juice ïCoffee 

Donation $5.00 
 

Come see Homebuilt, Antique, and Classic Aircraft 

Antique and Classic Cars 

Street Rods 

 

Contact Jim Pinkerton  

Email: j-jpink@bresnan.net  

Jeffco Airport 14th Annual Fly-In  

June 20, 2009 - 6am-12noon.  

In conjunction with  

The Italians of America Car Show   

Rocky Mountain Metro Airport (BJC).  

Registration Fee $5.00.   

Italian Pancake Breakfast 7am.  

Trophies given in 9 aircraft classes.  

Drawing to be held, for fly-in pilots only, for a flight in a 
mystery plane to be announced.  

Contact Daril Cinquanta 
303-423-9846 

 


