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Boy Scouts earn Aviation Merit Badges
Thanks to everyone who helped with 

the Young Eagle Rally last month.  

 

In addition to the flights by Bill 

Clothier,  Hank Bartlett, Chris 

Woodard, Joe Kuberka, Lee Wolford, 

Burrall Sanders, Ian Wayman, and 

Dub Wiltrout,  the scouts were shown 

how to pre - flight an aircraft by Bud 

Silvers using his Stampe and then 

Hank conducted a training session 

on navigation.   

 

Photos:   

Top Bud Silvers - 

Stampe.  

Middle:  Dub Wiltrout 

(RV-6), Bud Silvers, and Joe 

Kuberka.   

Bottom:  Richard Martin 

helps kids as Hank   

lectures. 

More photos inside 

Airport Clean-up Day  - September 20th  

Saturday,  8:30 - 10:30 AM 
 

Four volunteers are needed with their own weed trimmers to trim 

around runway/taxiway lights and signs.  Gas will be supplied. 
  
Other crews desired to remove cactus 

from the parking area between 

the MLAA building and the Johnston 

hangar as well as to perform 

general trash pickup. 
  

Contact:  Ron Lee , MLAA,  

683-3701 or  

email: ronlee@pcisys.net 



Important Dates: 

 
Next Meeting:   

September 16, 2008,  

Arrive 6:30 PM 

Scott Benger - Vintage vs 

Homebuilt Aircraft 

 

Hot Web Links: 
 http://mlaa.org 

 
 

 NOAA Weather 

http://www.wxqa.com  

 

Virtual Flight Surgeons (VFS) 

Http://aviationmedicine.com 
 
  

 

S  

Thanks to those who 

Contributed to this issue 

of the Newsletter:  

 

Claire Hills (YE Photos)  

Joe Kuberka  

Vann Norred  

Young Eagle 2008 

Rally Schedule 

YE  

2008 
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Goal 250 

February 23rd*  13 

 

January 19* 4 

* Not a scheduled YE rally 

March 22nd 44 

August Program  

May 24th 73 
Date:  Tuesday, September 16, 2008  

Time: Arrive  6:30 Program starts at 7:00 PM  

Place:   MLAA Hangar  

Address:   13550 Piper Lane (Map back page)  
 

Program:   This months presentation is by our own Scott Benger,  

on the topic of Vintage aircraft VS homebuilt aircraft advantages 

and disadvantages.  I wish I would be there for this one.  As a per-

son who owned a vintage aircraft for 11 years and keeps thinking 

about a homebuilt I am always looking for other ideas and views.  

Please give Scott a warm welcome for such a presentation.  

 

NEXT MEETING  

Another month has past, where does the time go?   

 

I would like to say thank you to 

my friend Gregg Dotter  for his 

presentation last month on 

òFlying the U2ó.   To know he is 

only one of about five hundred 

to check out in the airplane 

since it was built makes you see 

how special it is to fly such a 

plane.  

 

If you enjoyed his presentation or 

any other presentation you can 

always contact me and I will for-

ward the message on.   

 

I will not be here this month I am 

training a friend on a 14 day in-

strument course.  This is an intense but fulfilling and rewarding 

course.  

 

If anyone as any ideas for presentations, given by them or a 

friend please let me know.  In the meantime take care and fly 

safe.  
 

Joe Kuberka  

August 23rd 106 
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New Volunteers Represent Chapter 

Join me in thanking these folks whoõve volunteered to take on some of the chapter responsibilities and represent your interests.  

 Garret Myers , elected as Secretary last year, has agreed to replace Steve Straka as Vice-President.  As you probably 

recall, Steve has relocated to Austin, TX.   Our thanks to Steve for his time as VP and especially all of the times he vol-

unteered for YE and other chapter events. Weõll miss him but wish him and his family  good luck with the move.   

Dan Sawyer , introduced to EAA through the Aviation Education Foundation of Colorado, Inc. (AEFCO) has ac-

cepted the office of Secretary.  Please welcome him! 

Robert Brightwell , former Membership Chairman, will be serving  as a non-voting member of the MLAA Board and work 

as liaison between our chapter and that board  

Garret Myers  Dan Sawyer  Robert Brightwell  

Blue Goose Aviation has bought an Elite Simulator 
for those needing instrument training or currency.  
 
With rising fuel cost Blue Goose Aviation decided to 
by a simulator while attending Oshkosh last month.  
The simulator is FAA Approved for 2.5 hours to-
wards the private pilot license, 10 hours towards the 
instrument pilot license, and currency training for 
your instrument license.   
 
The simulator can be flown as 12 different aircraft.  
Weather conditions as well as emergencies can be 
preprogrammed for your training sortie.  The simula-
tor is expected to be up and running in this month. 
 

 
If you have any questions you can contact Joe at Blue Goose Aviation 719 393-5550. 
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Member Profile - Scott Benger 
By Vann Norredd, Membership Chairman  
 
His first recollection of being aware of aviation 
goes back to when he was a 4 year old growing 
up on a ranch northeast of Scottsbluff, Nebraska.  
(Good memory since I donõt have a clue what I 
was doing at that age.)  The neighboring 
rancher, Clarence Jenkins, had a grass strip and 
a 7AC Champ that he flew.  Clarence was a big 
hulk of a man and his take off was low over the 
Benger house.   Scott would watch that 
òawesomeó airplane and pilot go by wishing he 
could do that.  
 
A little later, he would watch Paul MacCready 
(of later Gossamer Condor and Gossamer Alba-
tross fame) fly his cloud seeding flights for hail 
suppression.  At that time, Paul had formed a 
company, Meteorology Research, Inc. to do at-
mospheric research and was doing hail suppres-
sion based in Scotts Bluff.  He flew T-6 and P-40 
aircraft in these missions.  This was an even 
stronger aviation magnet for a young boy grow-
ing up in Nebraska.  
 
Scott had moved to Scottsbluff by this time and 
when he was 18 he 
started learning to 
fly in a Citabria.  He 
later soloed in a 
Cherokee 140 and 
completed his Pri-
vate ASEL at 19. 
 
He attended Ne-
braska Western 
Community College 
in Scottsbluff, work-
ing as a lineman at 
Scottsbluff Aviation 
in his spare time, 
bumming and log-
ging whatever fly-

ing time he could.  After graduating from the 
Community College, he enrolled at the Univer-
sity of Nebraska in Lincoln.  He decided if he 
was ever going to have enough money to buy an 
airplane, he needed that college degree. 
 
Now there was more aviation interest and less 
spare time but he still managed some time to 
work at Duncan Aviation in Lincoln, again as a 
lineman.  More flying time scrounged and more 
flying time logged.  He graduated from the Uni-
versity of Nebraska in 1971.  Then it was off to 
Denver and the òreal worldó with a BS in Busi-
ness Administration in hand.  Now he could 
make enough money to buy that airplane and fly 
all he wanted, or so he thought.  Well, the air-
plane would have to wait a little longer.  His 
first earned vacation was spent in Oshkosh in 
1972 and that took care of the airplane savings.  
After all, priorities do change.  Now he could 
start saving for that airplane, again.  About this 
time he became a Colorado CPA.  That should 
mean more money, --- maybe. 
 
Scott recalls the purchase of that first airplane in 
1974, the Luscombe he still has.  Several years 
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later, in 1978 a small crack was detected in the 
fuselage skin near the tail.  That should be easy to 
fix with his brother Jeffõs help.  But first the tail 
had to come off and then came the fuselage jig.  
Then while it was in the jig, they might as well 
replace more fuselage skins, and while it was 
down that far, maybe the wings too.  Oh well, the 
flying time would just have to wait another year 
or so.  It actually turned out to be 5 years, but 
look at it now!  
 
In the mid 1980s he decided to become a 2 air-
plane owner so, he and his brother bought a 
Cessna 195 basket case.  The 195 was put in stor-
age in Scottsbluff, were it remains today.  Living 
in Colorado Springs with your project in Scotts-
bluff does pose a problem.  One of these days he 
will get started on it.  
 
He still wanted that bigger and faster airplane as 
his second airplane.  The 195 basket case in stor-
age in Scottsbluff just was not filling that need.  
So, in 1996 he and his Brother located a Bonanza 
J35 and bought it.  Once acquired, it went 
through the usual brotherõs detailed inspection 
followed by unanticipated 
down time for various re-
pairs.  But it yielded the 
cream puff he still proudly 
shows off and flies today.  
 
But wait, he wasnõt done yet.  
In 1999 during one of his less 
than stellar decisions, he ac-
cepted a transfer to Indian-
apolis, IN.  He decided to 
buy another òfunó plane to 
take to Indiana.  His search 
resulted in him buying an 
Aeronca Champ in Omaha.  
However, plans donõt always 
work out the way you 

thought.  So, before he could relocate the 
Champ to Indianapolis, it ended up back in 
Scottsbluff where his dad flew it and Scott 
moved back to Colorado Springs without the 
company of the Champ.  His dad continues to 
enjoy Scottõs 4th airplane purchase. 
Somewhere in this mix, he managed to acquire 
a Private Glider license in Scottsbluff, an instru-
ment rating at Meadowlake and a Private ASES 
at Brownõs Seaplane Base in Florida. 
 
Scott says if there is one message he can leave 

to our Chapter members it is to participate by 

volunteering for the many tasks and efforts 

needed to make our Chapter a strong and con-

tinuing success.  He has certainly set the exam-

ple for us all.  He has been the Treasurer 2 

times, the President 1 time and is presently 

serving as the Librarian.  In addition, he can al-

ways be counted upon to fly for our Young Ea-

glesõ Rallys, and is the first to put his name in 

the hat whenever any special tasks need to be 

done. 

 Member Profile - Scott Benger                     (continued) 
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Presidentõs Message            

òIn Their Honoró Air Show -  

I know how proud you pilots 
are of your airplanes and you 

should be.  How about putting 
them on static display during 
the air show October 4 and/or 

5th.  Yes, itõs back in the 
Springs.  Details are still being 

finalized on performers but you can check 

out the website at http://cosairshow.com/.  
 
Iõve contacted surrounding EAA chapters 
and we certainly hope for a great turnout to  

òshow our stuffó.   
 
If you are interested in coming down for one 
or both days, please see me to sign up and 

Iõll see that you get an pilot package.     
 
Food Service at the Air Show - A related 
topicé..is fundraising for the chapter.  In 
the past, our most successful fundraising 

has been when we supported  Jim Steward 
and the Sertoma Club with food service at 
the òIn Their Honoró Air Show.   
 
Since theyõve moved back to the Springs, 
Jim has offered that same opportunity to us 
again this year.   
 
Please, please let me know if you can help 

us serve, cook, cleanup, whatever and for 
how many hours each day.  For instance, I 

can be there both days/all days working.   
 
Smokers Needed! No, not the kind that 
puff.  Weõd like to add smoked turkey legs 
to the air show menu but need a couple 

smokers.  If you have one to loan weõd sure 
appreciate it.   
 
Young Eagles - This monthõs Rally has 

been moved to September 27th since we 
donõt want to interfere with the Airport 
Cleanup Day on the 20th.   
 
Please sign up to fly or support that event.  
  
 

See you Tuesday... Sandy 

Jerome Limoge, M.D. 
Senior Aviation Medical Examiner 

 
2020 North Academy Blvd  
Suite 155  
Colorado Springs, CO  

  

(719) 659-0988 
(719) 527-0196 fax 

 

Young Eagle Photos 

Bill Clothier / Bonanza 

Chris Woodard   

Cozy Mark IV 

Lee Wolford - RV-4 

Hank Bartlett 

Tomahawk 

Ian Wayman - Cub 

Joe Kuberka - Cessna 

Burrall Sanders 

Cozy Mark IV 


